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Assignment 1 for MCC 5302 Dialogue 

For this assignment I went through the proposed exercise of reversing and expanding my 

stance on a topic that I am passionate about. It is grounded in my value of social justice and is 

what has fueled my passion for social impact. However many consider it to be a statement of 

political correctness as opposed to a statement of truth. The statement that I will be exploring is: 

All lives are equal and deserving of a fair chance at success.  

The core tenants that drive this belief include the unique abilities and qualities that every 

person is born with, the inherent human rights that we should all have access to and that one life 

is no more important than another. Once I felt clear on my stance and had a grasp on how to 

approach the dialogue, I scheduled some time with a professional colleague to work on the next 

step of the assignment. Since this is out of the norm of the type of conversation I would have 

with this person, I made the decision to tell him in advance that we would be engaging in 

dialogue for one of my graduate class assignments. I felt that this would ensure he would be 

prepared and in the appropriate mindset. 

Persuading the opposite stance 

To support my opposite stance, I started with the position that we are not all born equal. 

As I was making my case in support of this I quickly realized that I had confused equality with 

rights. I had always lumped the two together, when in fact they are significantly different in their 

definitions. Perhaps we are not all born equal but we all have equal rights to success. I think this 

is what Bohm refers to as “fragmentation” – a thought that had divided my stance and over time 

had gained great importance (Bohm, 2004, p. 10).  

Since my colleague and I were approaching this dialogue from a logical perspective, we 

discussed how some have to fail so others can succeed and that it may be harmful to society if 
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everyone succeeded. Through our dialogue I was able to see that there are alternate ways to 

define success and that much middle ground can be found in these definitions. For example, a 

successful life to some might mean having the freedom to travel, work on the go and explore the 

world without being bound to things. For others it may be defined as having a large home, 

expensive cars and the ability to send their children to private schools. I gleamed an interesting 

fact that my colleague believed that many measured success in comparison to the previous 

generation – that is, have they been able to achieve a better standard of living then their parents 

did?  

Challenging my beliefs 

Another ah-ha moment that I had during our dialogue was that perhaps not everyone is 

meant to be successful. I felt almost uncomfortable making that statement and honestly feel 

uncomfortable even writing it now. Through reflection, I can see that this visceral reaction seems 

to be because I experience this thought as challenging one of my absolute truths – or as Bohm 

puts it, an opinion that I have identified with for so long that I now experience it as an absolute 

truth (Bohm, 2004, p. 10).  

Through the experience of this dialogue with my colleague, I was able to understand the 

importance dialogue has in making small shifts in our perspectives as well as opening us up to 

new viewpoints. Without this assignment, I probably would never have recognized how strongly 

I felt about certain stance, where this certainty stems from, and even how blocked I was in my 

own way of thinking. During the dialogue, I had a sense that my colleague and I were “looking at 

everything together” regarding the subject at hand (Bohm, 2004, p. 30-31). 

I came away from this dialogue with a deeper understanding of what it feels like to “think 

together in a coherent way”, as described in On Dialogue (Bohm, 2004, p. 16). I experienced it 
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as a sharing of actual knowledge at a tactical level that at first had only been a vague 

understanding. I was also able to gleam insight on the communication perspective that was 

described by Pearce, where in critical moments we have the ability to change the course of a 

conversation to create a different, more meaningful experience (Pearce, 2007, p. 3). This 

assignment left me with a mindful question based on Pearce’s elaborations: What proactive steps 

can I take to help structure better forms of communication in the future?  

 

 

 

  



MCC 5302 ASSIGNMENT 1                                                                                   5 
 

References 

Bohm, David, On Dialogue. New York: Routledge, 2004. 

Pearce, W. Barnett. Making Social Worlds: A Communication Perspective. Malden, MA: 

Blackwell Pub., 2007. 

 


